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Student’s idea
allows elderly to
‘slide’ more safely

By LIM MIN ZHANG

THE sight of an elderly person
having difficulty with a walking
frame got Ms Serene Tan think-
ing. And it culminated in her inno-
vation GlydeSafe being launched
last month at a fund-raising din-
ner for youth charity Heartware
Network.

“The frames were too cumber-
some for old folk to move easily,”
said Ms Tan, 20, who hit upon
the idea in 2011 and made it her
her final-year project at Temasek
Polytechnic.

Her GlydeSafe frame includes
an attachment with wheels, ena-

bling users to roll the frame, in-
stead of having to lift them up
with each step. There is also an
automatic break to ensure safety.

The product got a trial run at
24 hospitals, elder care and reha-
bilitation centres nationwide.
Feedback was so good that it be-
came “a responsibility” to take
the product to the market.

The GlydeSafe has won Ms
Tan several awards, including a
silver at the 2011 Tan Kah Kee
Young Inventors’ Awards.

But there were challenges
along the way. She lacked the ex-
pertise and funds to mass pro-
duce the prototype.

which allows

Her break came when Youth
Business Singapore, which pro-
motes entrepreneurship among
those aged 18 to 35, introduced
her to Mr Jie Ye Bing. He is the
managing director of China-
based Secure Co, a supplier of
health-care equipment.

The 40-year-old decided to
help Ms Tan manufacture 100
pieces of her frame.

“I was impressed with Se-
rene's entreprencurial spirit and
work ethic,” the Chinese entre-
preneur said. “Besides, I felt it
was a good product that had mar-
ket potential in the region.”

To mark its launch on April
26, 25 GlydeSafe frames which
cost $99 each were donated to
Salvation Army.

Ms Tan is now looking for lo-
cal and global distributors.

“Things are still at the discus-
sion stage now so | can't reveal
much,” she said. “But the next
shipment will definitely be more
than a hundred picces, hopefully
in the next two months.”

* .com.sg
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Courts agih barangan
bernilai $52,000
kepada 10 keluarga
kurang bernasib baik

SYARIKAT peruncit perabot dan elektronik, Courts
Singapore, telah mengagihkan barangan bernilai
$52,000 kepada beberapa keluarga yang kurang berna-
sib semalam.

Barangan tersebut, yang merupakan perkakas ru-
mah dan baucar barangan runcit serta produk elektrik
baru yang ditaja LG Electronics, diagihkan kepada 10
kelua merlukan.

- Exseku

Majlis penyampaian cek itu diadakan di salah se-
buah rumah penerima bantuan, Cik Yvonne Chan, 48
tahun, di Commonwealth Crescent.

Turut hadir di majlis itu ialah Pemangku Menteri
Pembangunan Sosial dan Keluarga, Encik Chan Chun
Smng.

Wang sebanyak itu dikumpulkan menerusi kempen
selama 10 minggu yang dilancarkan Courts Charity
House pada Disember tahun lalu.

Menerusi kempen tersebut, Courts memberi sum-
bangan $1 bagi setiap tekanan butang ‘Like’ bagi pro-
gramnya di aplikasi Facebook.

| setiap |

Encik O’Connor berkata pihaknya sentiasa mencani
jalan memberikan sumbangan kembali kepada masya-
rakat secara positif,

Beliau selanjulnya berkata keluarga-keluarga terse-
but menghadapi masalah kekurangan barangan asas
dan pihaknya yakin barangan yang mereka terima
akan dapat membantu mengurangkan beban mereka.

“Terima kasih kepada LG Electronics dan pengikut
Facebook kami kerana menyertai kami dalam mem-
buat perubahan yang bermakna dalam hidup keluar-
ga-keluarga ini,” kata Encik O'Connor.
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Secondary School students, who shared their experiences on the
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Confidence boost for Normal stream kids

By MELISSA LIN

A NEW leadership programme
for less academically inclined stu-
dents, which helps them become
more confident, was officlally
launched vesterday by Minister
for Education Heng Swee Keat.

Called the Character and Citi-
zenship Leadership Programme,
it is targeted at Normal {Academ-
i) and Normal (Technical) stu-
dents who have leadership poten~
tial. '
It is organised by non-profit
youth organisation Heartware
Network and supported by the
Mavbank Foundation and the Min-
istry of Education.

Students will attend weekly les-
sons after school and go behind
the scenes at workplaces such as

restaurants to see how they are
run, They will also come up with
projects to identify and solve
problems in their community,
said Heartware Network deputy
executive director Tan See Leng.

I'he programme is currently
available at six secondary schools

Christchurch, Fuchun, May-
flower, Orchid Park, Tampines
and Yishun.

Each school has selected 20
students to participate in the
S2~hour programme, which runs
OVer a year.

Ms Tun added that she hopes
to eventually expand the pro-
gramme to accep! more students
from the existing schools, as well
as those from other schools.

Heartware Network founder
Raymond Huang, pointing out
how students have different learn-

ing abilities, said: “{This) is one
of the ways in which we can en-
gage today's youth to create a
more inclusive system..."

He added that a pilot run of
the programme last year saw
“stellar” results, with students
indicating in a self-assessment
that their average confidence lev-
el increased from 68 per cent to
93 per cent after participating in
it.

Shima Azmira, a l14~-year-old
Normal (Academic) student at
Tampines Secondary, learnt to be
more outspoken in class after she
started attending the programme
in March.

“If other people want to laugh
at me, they can. But | learnt that
speaking up in chass is beneficial
for me.”
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National
cheerleaders

BY ANG YIYING

hey are young, they love Singapore and they want ta share the spir-

it of the nation

They are Singapore's cheerleaders — mostly in their teens and
early 20s — who run patriotic activities to rally Singaporeans togeth-

er leading up to National Day and beyond.

Said River Valley High School Year 4 student Siau Ek Hwee, who was
part of the group which organised a youth-for-youth National Day event at

2 KUCINTA

: The Singapore Tourism Board adopted
this pecﬁg!ee feline breed as its mascot
in 1990, Its name is a combination of
the Malay words “kucing” {cat) and
*ainta" (love)

*Scape: “| hope they will love Singapore more through the event.”

The 16-year-old girl, who has considered volunteering for national ser-
vice, added: "I marvel at Singapore’s prosperity within such a short time
and our good government. | feel that everyone should protect what we
have achieved.”

Vhile the activities by each group reach out to a different segment of
society, the organisers have a common aim: to get people to think of the
unique aspects of Sin%;apore and what the country means to them

IN looks at two such projects.

A collage of photos of young people holding up blackboards of their hopes and dreams for Singapore.

REACHING OUT TO THE YOUNG

Scape-A-Nation
Targeting Orchard as its outreach area, a
group of young people aged 16 to 20 planned
a National Day carnival and party at youth
hangout *Scape.

he core group of eight were backed by
some 90 volunteers, drawn by an online ad.

The youth planned the budget, publicity, ex-
ecution of event and logistics with guidance
from staff of non-profit youth organisation
Heartware Network.

Said Lydia Tan, 19, a Year 3 student at
Ngee Ann Polytechnic, who was in charge of
the project: "Our objective is to make people
want to celebrate National Day, It's another
platform for people to come together.”

Over two weekends in July, the volunteers
fanned out across the Orchard area, getting
3,000 people to pen their hopes and wishes
for Singapore on blackboards and taking pho-
tos of them. The collage of photos, represent
ing the collective dreams of young Singapore
ans for the country, were mountad on a card-
board Merlion

Said Lydia: "It's publicity for the event. It's
also for youth to think more about what they
want Singapore to be because they will be
leading Singapore in the future.”

The actual National Day event included an
Amazing Race-style game in which partici-
pants found out more about Singapore at pit-
stops, while the carmival at *Scape revisited Sin-
qgapore of the past.

Participants tucked into free local food such

as satay and tried their hand at traditional
games which included marbles, five stones
and pick-up sticks.

The entertainment was provided by
home-grown acts, including 53A and YouTube
rapper Tzire. The cast of local film Ah Boys To
Men also made a guest appearance at the
non-alcoholic, after-dark party held in the
*Scape Warehouse auditorium,

One of the youth organisers, Dunman High
School Year 6 student Chan Hao Yang, said he
wanted to do his part to nudge Singaporeans
towards a more creative direction by promot-
ing local artistes

“We put in local bands and local artistes, so
these youth get a sense of Singapore's arts
scene and its importance,” said the
18-year-old.
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Secondary 2 student Nur Baiduri giving her modern
dance teacher, Madam Norsarah Rosli, a hug and an
apple yesterday. ST PHOTO: DESMOND FOO

AFTER eight years as a teacher, Madam
Norsarah Rosli is used to receiving mugs,
photo frames and pens on Teachers’ Day.

Yesterday, a red apple topped off her pile
of gifts. “Usually, I get practical things, like
stationery. When it's food, it's chocolate.
Not an apple,” said the 32-year-old. “It's a
sweet, simple token of appreciation.”

The art teacher was among more than 100
at Fuchun Secondary School who were
surprised with red apples attached to thank
you notes.

Twenty Normal stream students handed
them out in the school hall before the
Teachers’ Day concert yesterday morning as
part of a Heartware Network project.

This is the first year the youth charity has
organised the You Are The Apple Of My Eye
project. A total of 95 students distributed
apples to more than 1,000 teachers in the
eight secondary schools involved.

Volunteers started designing notes and
sorting boxes of apples early this week.

Madam Norsarah received her apple,
along with a hug, from 14-year-old modern
dance student Nur Baiduri Zakaria.

During a National Day concert rehearsal
this year, Baiduri was frustrated and
struggling to master some moves.

Madam Norsarah made time to slowly
guide her through the steps, encouraging
Baiduri to be patient.

“She makes me love dance, and never fails
to motivate me. She teaches me not to give
up,” said the Secondary 2 student.

Executive director of Heartware Network
Tan See Leng explained that the apples are a
symbolic gift.

“J didn't know that ‘apple of my eye’
means someone you really like,” said
14-year-old Kwek Jun Yuan. “But now that I
know, I think apples are a good present to
tell our teachers ‘thank you'.”

NUR ASYIQIN MOHAMAD SALLEH
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