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< Aoril 2004 Issue It Is Not What You Know But How You Know
and Think

Idealism and pragmatism go ‘live’ in NUS campus radio forum

THE AIR OF ANTICIPATION was almost palpable as the radio crew
gave the signal that “Campus on NewsRadio 938" was going 'live’ to
NUS. The Shaw Foundation Building seminar room was the hot spot
to be that 27 February morning.

Right on cue, Augustine Anthuvan of MediaCorp Radio kicked off the
second live radio forum at NUS. The topic this time was “Is
knowledge useful if it is not used?”

On the panel were Associate Professor Eleanor Wong, Director,
Legal Writing Programme, Faculty of Law; Associate Professor Peter
Pang, Director, NUS University Scholars Programme; Dr Alex Kutlaca,
Director and Consultant, Department of Geographical and
Environment Studies, Adelaide University; and Mr Raymond Huang,
Founding Chairman, Heartware Network and Council Member,
National Youth Council,

Points and counterpoints abound on “Campus on
MNewsRadio 938" after forum speakers launched the
discussion,

after the panel members gave their views, little encouragement was
needed to engage the sizeable turnout of students in an intense
and animated discussion. Faces were absorbed. Hands flew as
questions shot from the floor. As a spirited exchange from the floor
literally filled the air, opinions drawn along both pragmatic and
idealistic lines were tossed up.

assoc Prof Eleanor Wong had thrown down the gauntlet with her
observation that good legal practice requires an interest in the
entire human condition. She said: “Do we just teach about
commercial transactions or do we also care about the philosophy of
law? Do we insist that the only things that are useful to lawyers are
law-related? Or do we acknowledge that the human condition is
integral to legal practice, and therefore it’s crucial for a lawyer to
know poetry, for example?”

Assoc Prof Peter Pang then fired up the mood another notch,
noting: “& university education is no longer to equip us with all the
knowledge needed for a single lifelong vocation. Instead, we're
expected to continue learning new knowledge and to apply it to an
increasingly complex and globalised world.”

Providing a non-academic perspective, Mr Raymond Huang, opined
that “there is no knowledge that is not practical because the key
thing is the discovery of the self,” He added: “Should students
study what they love? well, I graduated with a degree in finance
and ended up founding a youth network.”

This brought School of Computing student Fenny Yap to her feet to
ask: “How do you balance between this pressure from society and
our wanting to become someone who loves what we are doing?”

Granting that, within the Singapore context, pragmatism often holds
sway, Assoc Prof Wong had this to suggest: “For those of us who
want to aspire to more than the practical and immediate, we should
be looking at the longer term. And that’s where not just the
knowledge but the ability, the clarity and acuity of how you know,
and how you learn, and how you think, and the energy and the
excitement with which you approach each day is more important.”

What’s Your Opinion?

“Campus on NewsRadio 938" is a series of four opinion forums
Jointly presented by NUS and MediaCorp Radio, and hosted by
Augustine Anthuvan of Radio Singapore International. The
station would like to give younger audiences a ‘live’ national
platform, according to Mr anthuvan,

The first forum, held at the Prince George’s Park Residences
Auditorium on 30 January 2004, centred around “Are the
Humanities still relevant in the modern world?”, and the third on
26 March considered “Is knowledge valuable if it is not
profitable?”

Before the programme moves on to other educational
institutions, the final forum will be held at NUS’ Faculty of Arts &
Social Sciences on 23 April from 9 - 10 am. The topic: “Is
knowledge activated if it is not activist?” Or put in another way,
“Should a university situate itself, and help its students situate
themselves, in the larger social and political landscape of the
country?”

Anyone for a Yive’ challenge?

For more information, visit
http: //www.mediacorpradio.com/newsradio/opinion.htm

~by Just Leng Hallidsy
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NZ life-skills course for S'pore students

MRS Adriana Tong learnt to boil her first jug of water only when she left Singapore to live in
New Zealand. She was 16 then.

Now 51, the investment banker wants to get students here to head to the mountains, rivers and
forests there so that they can leam to be independent.

The idea is to teach them skills ranging from leadership to team-building over four days at Unitec,
a technology institute in Auckland. They will then apply them at an outdoor training centre, where
for six days they may learn to ski and snowboard, build a raft and sail it down a river, or organise
a camping trip. Instructors at The Sir Edmund Hillary's Outdoor Pursuits Centre will guide the
students.

Mrs Tong and former New Zealand prime minister Jenny Shipley were in the team promoting the
EduVenture programme to Mr Chan Soo Sen, Minister of State (Education, and Community
Development and Sports), and more than 50 teachers yesterday at the Raffles Town Club.
Teachers said New Zealand as a school trip destination would be stimulating for students. But the
cost, at about $2,990 a head, was steep.

Youth charity Heartware Network said it would help equip the young to raise the funds on their
own.
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TEENS GET
TOILET
TRAINING

STUDENT Jeremy Keh
(above) gets to grips with
scrubbing a urinal as his
school adopts a new
approach to raising money
for a youth charity.

The 14-year-old is one of
about 200 secondary school
students from Kuo Chuan
Presbyterian who have vol-
unteered to clean the school
loos as a prelude to their flag

day next month, when they
hope to collect $150,000 for
Heartware Network.

The students were given a
two-hour lesson by
volunteers from the
Restroom Association of
Singapore. It brought out
unexpected enthusiasm
from some as they were
shown how to remove litter
and hair, sanitise a toilet

HOW HWEE YOUNG

bowl and scrub the floor.

“Washing a toilet is fun!
I've never washed one
before,” said See Yi Qian, 15,
a Secondary 3 student.

But association volunteer
Tan Puay Hoon, 40, said
most of the teens found the
foul smell daunting. “Most
have never washed a toilet
and they went ‘eww’ all
through the session.”



Foreigners also help boost safety here

TRAINING people how to respond in emergencies and look after their safety
and security has had the added benefit of bonding the community, not just
Singaporeans, but also others who live and work here.

Home Affairs Minister Wong Kan Seng - ~ T
lauded the self-help projects that have
involved community leaders and residents \"{)'\
'working closely with officers from the AL
Home Team to tackle a wide range of e s
safety and security issues within their
neighbourhoods’.

=7t

The Faber Hills project keeps the

Under the seven-year-old Community area crime-free, said Mr Chong
Safety and Security Programme, he noted, (left), with committee secretary R.
more than 900 such projects were Raveendran. -- LIANHE ZAOBAO

implemented last year, covering such
issues as counter-terrorism, crime and fire prevention, drug abuse prevention,
protection against child abuse and family violence.

'l am pleased to note that besides the local community, foreigners living and
working in Singapore have also become more involved,' he said last night.

The German School, he noted, with the help of the German Embassy and the
Singapore Civil Defence Force, trained its staff and students in fire safety,
basic first aid, and cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) techniques.

Mr Wong was at a ceremony at the Grassroots Club in Ang Mo Kio to present
awards for 18 projects that 'stood out for the encouragement of community
self-help, and the direct impact they have on their communities'.

Recipients included Heartware Network, which trained 240 young people in
emergency preparedness in a fun way at a camp last year, and a Faber Hills
neighbourhood watch group, which mobilised as many as 70 domestic maids in
private homes to help fight crime and keep the neighbourhood safe.

The area's neighbourhood committee chairman, Mr Chong Toh Kuan, said the
project has kept the area crime-free and demonstrated the role foreigners play
in neighbourhood security.
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In an article published by The Staislimes on
28 July 2004, it was reported that thers has
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Instead of aimlessly frittering
away the holidays, why not

point you in the right direction.

This site is a great jump start

do something constructive if you are keen on getting on
o . the volunteering bandwogon
with your spare time and Abrightly aolooad vl poge
volunteer your services? areets you as you enter the
SERENA NARAIN takes a look domain, and you can find all
5 the information you need
at some websites that can about volunteering

There are several suggestions
of places or causes you con
contribute your energy 1o,
including o section on
supporting your pet cause —

WWW.Nvpc.org.sg

lifestyle and
preferences %o help
you come up with
an area that you
are suitable for,

Bulletin Boord
Alternatively, you
can also log onto
their bulletin board
which odverfises for
specific volunteer
roles. Some of these
ploces include

o service that maiches you fo
volunteering couses with
animal welfore groups. Great
for onimal lovers!

1f you feel that you need more
guidance, you can also sign
up for their Volunteer

Orientotion which gives you

been a *rise of B percentoge points in youth e
volunteers as more organisations fop feens ond o
young odults for charity work". This trend lends ot
itself to the foct that the new generation of .
volunteer work has foken on o fun new slant, == &
including lots of fun youth activifies and services, |eas= ©
So check out these three cool websiles you can e ©
St O
surf and gather more information on the variows e 0”@
couses you con volunteer this holidoy! a4
—. ©
= o O
ML
WWW.SCIGI'\CE.edU.Sg - e
e
Here is a website that is more focused in its -
volunteering aspect. If you are an aspiring ..Jv’_{_. Yoo e sna

scientist, the Singapore Science Cenfre is looking
for volunteers from the age of 14 years and

more information and tips
about volunteer work, Their
unique service, Volunioer
eMatch, fakes you through o
list of questions about your

above. Training is provided os you learn how
to develop good interpersonal and communication
skills, and this is your chance to put your scienfific
knowledge to good use. You con opt to be o volunteer
explainer, where you inferact with visitors to the
Singopore Science Centre ond make their trip an
educational and enjoyable one; or you can be a
student focilitator 1o mentor young students in
science and expose them to the bosic research
of DNA science

» o
Scientific Background .
You do not need 1o have an ocademic scientific
background to participate in this program - all

molivated some of these

the Singapore Zoologicol Gardens and
Children’s Cancer Foundation, This site is
great pit stop for ol those who have always
wonted 10 lecn more obout volunteer work but
did not know where and how to get started

This vibrant portol was
crecied o promole community
service, and for those seeking
o more odventurous form of
volunieering, this site highlights
the more unconventional
areas in which you can
volunieer your services,
such as helping fo organise
soccer lournaments.

si'e 50 you can get o

better idea of the
Singapore Science Cenlre

and the activities and ovents

that occur throughout the
There is a completed events

you need is an enthusistic and inquisitive mind,
and of course a passion for sciencel This is o good chance
1o hone your people skills as well, since you will have to
guide visitors around the Singapore Science Centre

The site olso features some volunteers’ testimoniols, and
you can read for yourself how committing 1o o cause they
ove hos enriched their lives, It is inspiring to read how

love h hed their | It g b

volunteers are, and hopefully
it will inspire you 1o sign up
for o worthwhile cause as welll

Main Website
Thete are tons of pages for
you 1o sift through in the main

yeor. Find oul about its
programmes and the various
exhibifions it hosts. You can
also find out whot shows cre
screening af the Omni-
Theatre and shop from the
comfort of your home through
its online shop

section which reviews
successiul community drives,
one of which is Mod
Mavement, where cimost 300
secondary ond ferfiary youths
approached people over the
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festive season to imbibe the
spitit of volunteerism in them.

Stories From The Heart
Active volunteers have clso
shared their fesimonials online
30 you can get o faste of whot
it entails. With such an
informative hub developed, it
is no wonder thot Heortware
Network has won a few
occolodes awarded by the
Minisiry of Home Affairs and
Singapore CDC. Heariwore
Network is on informative and
highly refevant site designed
1o coplure and highlight the
essence of communily giving



