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Maid-a-Friend? Find out how

THE five former maids of
Associute Professor Ho
Peng Kee, who cared for his
three children at different
times, taught him a valu
able lesson.

They showed him that
he only needed to be sensi-
tive and understanding
to get the best out of them.

Sp-cakiuﬁ at the launch
of the Maid-a-Friend pro-
gramme on Saturday, the
Minister of State for Law
and Home Affairs encour-
aged maids and their em-

ployers to adjust, compro-
mise and learn about each
other’s culture.

This would result in a
win-win situation for them.

Part of the programme,
organised by the Semba-
wang-Hong Kah CDC, was
a workshop catering to
those emploving maids,

Attended by about
employers,
Was a }

100
the workshop
int project by the
Ministry of Manpower, the
embassies from which the
maids are from, pastoral

groups that help migrant
workers and other agen-
cies.

Some of the issues that
were dealt with w the
employment contract, ad-
Justing to the maids’ life-
style, and the responsibili
ties of both employers and
maids.

Prof Ho said that ulti-
mately, a measure of kind-
ness can prevent unpleas-
ant situations.

‘Having someone from
another culture live in close

proximity in our homes and
interact closely with our
children is a phenomenon
that takes getting used
to.

“There are many dimen-
sions to this phenomenon
that need underxmnd....,
and adjustments,” he said.

The best way to handle
the situation is for employ-
ers to be open with their
maids, and vice versa.

“If their cmplnu.i are
kKind and underst a'\dme
Hm\ should never ta

vantage of it and slacken in
their work or do anything
improper,” he said.

Other events include a
variety show featuring Fili-
pino performers, which will
be held on May 27 at the
open arca behind Yishun
MRT station from 3 pm to
5 pm, & telematch for em-
plovcrs and their maids, as
well as & competition to
find the best emplover of
maids, to be held between
June and August this year.
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Wanted:
36,000 kind
acts by youths

IT TAKES five minutes
to share a meal with
someone and between 10
and 30 hours to organise
a fund-raising project for
a worthy cause.

These hours commit-
ted to good deeds by
youths will be displayed
on a time counter that
will go up at Orchard
Road Park, opposite Bor-
ders bookstore, on Fri-
day.

The counter is part of
the Making A Difference
(MAD) movement,
which aims to encourage
youths to be volunteers.
The target: 36,000 vol-
unteer acts.

Young Singaporeans
can select a good deed to
do and pledge the
amount of time they will
commit to it on
www.heartware-net
work.org

The website, launched
yesterday, is a collabora-
tion between Internet
media company Lycos
Asia and youth volunteer
group Heartware Net-
work, which is organising
the MAD movement.

Online visitors can se-
lect from a list of 36 vol-
unteer acts. The total
number of hours pledged
will be updated daily on
the digital display of the
time counter.

From Saturday, mem-
bers of the public can also
go to five shopping cen-
tres along Orchard Road
to pledge their volunteer
hours.

Temasek Polytechnic
student Timothy Chew,
18, one of the volunteers
involved in running the
movement online, said:
“This is a good way for
youths like myself to
spend our time. We can

o healthy activities that
are based on sharing and
helping others.”

Co-organised by the
National Volunteer Cen-
tre and Temasek Poly-
technic, the MAD move-
ment 1s one of the
activities marking the
end of the International
Year of Volunteers. It will
be launched officially by
Deputy Prime Minister
Tony Tan on Friday and
lasts until Dec 31.



1772000 A 3776000/)\B

— &S

“ AT KE]

d\"iif

LRER

54 8 fn
BAFARR  HEE
$%16 230/ 4 3
BEFERES YN
ac REEMNOEHE -
TRENFRY » BEARE
B EEEEE -

OCHIERNEXARZA -
S 817720001 A % 3760001
NEIER3T 600058 SEEN
IEHNERENDS

ELRNANERELIEANE
L RIS E S SRR AL
‘l ESTERGMENTE L
BHITER  RRUINAHEHD
g918] =

EREE-1THANERSES
= RUERZANENNEALZ
HERAR2ERBS e EHRY
BOHETENENRBELER - fit
IEe  B-NBER - EF
ROGNITHENZHEH »

HBERAXI{TohMA

ZRESEZEMRRERE
REe SHBEEMOEETYEES -
A EROMENLTE
TR THATERANANE
R-NBWAERR  #HEET18
ATHERE -

EEEHPE - LERZLE
HNESBETYERNZEEEES
PHR—F EREMFIBERHON

nuoum

3/76000EE

LEHEIEBLEE
Elfr X THEE&RMR

=T
=

B IERERNNIITINNFREEL  ENBEREDLREEA o
BFAHN LMV EGF

I 17 ®IMAD ( Make a Difference
 BELASMEBOREE £
Fﬁizxﬁi‘ °
—ARFSEEIFHBE
MR RTHEFETTENN
M OFIERERALITHM
Twww heartware-network org
HROTBFLCRNSF10H2068 M

ARLEEHENE '*"ﬂ{ﬁ
gea  ne—-4N 'n&34¢5
¥ BLRLIEZ - 17520001

PEFZ 376000+ HE - SE"
TE-RETANZRASE(R
MEAA D - M3 60007 WKLY

—{&®E " TR T
AEVSHVNBAREHS =
RERGENNHAFMEALEH
EFoStsA SAERMAE
B-TRAZN  BAZALLLS
#% ( MADpledges ) *

MERIMRERE SR ETE
%50 7 836 TR E X T
URELITHIRT UGS
ELAQALZERECTRAER
N o

AE-2RNE  ZXPUERA
mr&mﬁmsgsfaxium

B9 W
“pERT

RSN - TLRRG
&uaaavamg-
NEMFEDRA »
RIZ—-RAERSBIISFR
HEIEROEKE (18¥ )
BFEHACEAEELT 296
iR " SRRREENL
AT FHAFENLHE £
'i‘h‘{f NS HEGNE

“§EMKQ=?111§$
- —i';cq‘\. H)‘&-—
- s C‘Cb"“ia"‘.l!s v



No gifts at this festive party, just
donations

ON her annual Christmas party, Mrs Koh Quee Chew asked her guests
not to bring presents but to contribute to The Straits Times School
Pocket Money Fund.

Over 40 of her friends and
relatives were at her Upper
Serangoon terrace house last
night to celebrate.

The camera-shy Mrs Koh, who is
| in her 40s and works in a
goldsmith shop, said: 'I told my
relatives to put their
contributions into a basket
which I decorated with fabric so

that it would be the centre of Take home a teddy bear, autographed by
attraction.' Tom Cruise or Penelope Cruz, for a

minimum donation of $500, to help out the
ST School Pocket Money Fund, -<-THOMAS

The mother of two added: 'I've = WHITE
been reading reports about the
Pocket Money Fund. So I thought Christmas was a good time to help.

'During this economic downturn, there are poor families which are
struggling. No matter how small an amount we contribute, it will help.'

She said she would contribute $100 to $200 herself,

And on Orchard Road, shoppers can also do their bit by putting
donations into School Pocket Money Fund tins or the wishing well at the
park next to the Orchard MRT station.

Or they can buy a Sasha teddy bear for $10.

One bear, which has been autographed by Tom Cruise and Penelope
Cruz, and four others, which have been signed by either of them, are
going for a minimum donation of $500 each.

The bears are on display at the park's Making A Difference movement
booth, where donations can be submitted.

Pledges can also be made by e-mail.

Those who buy these bears will get two tickets for the movie Vanilla
Sky today.

The Making A Difference movement, which was launched on Dec 8, has
already raised over $21,000 for the fund.

The movement is run by youth organisation Heartware Network,
Temasek Polytechnic and the National Volunteer Centre.
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Internet to change the landscape of
volunteer work in Singapore

By Johnson Choo

More Singaporeans are doing volunteer work according to the National Volunteer
Centre.

15 out of 100 people above 15 are volunteering, compared to 9 out of a 100 in 2000.

While this is encouraging, it is still
a far cry from the 45%
benchmark set by other
developed nations.

Volunteerism is becoming an
established part of school life in
Singapore, and with more public
education and more continuing to
volunteer even after they leave
school, the National Volunteer
Centre is optimistic there will be a
larger pool of volunteers.

Experts at a conference in
Singapore say the Internet can
be another tool to draw people to
volunteer.

“There's a whole area of volunteering called virtual volunteering, where people are
giving service online, helping people around the world and also across the street, but
doing it through computer work. That's something that might affect seniors and might
affect young people," said Susan Ellis, president of Energiza Inc.

Singapore is just starting to use the internet to get more onboard.

“We realise that youths from all strata, as long as there are meaningful engagements
for them to be involved, they will play a part. But, noticing that how they have also
been busy in school, and in the work place, what we are trying to do now, we are
taking a lot of initiative online to build a youth portal with MSN's help and also try to,
most important of all, give the power back to the youths and get them to be actively
involved in the entire process,” said Raymond Huang, the founding chairman of
Heartware.



