Heartware 2.0

A SINGAPOREAN overseas once
told Mr Raymond Huang that he
would pack his family off to anoth-
er country if war ever broke out in
Singapore.

This remark, and the lack of na-
tional sentiment it embodied, left
such an indelible impression on
Mr Huang, 33, that he started an
organisation to develop the “heart-
ware” of his fellow Singaporeans.

Thus was born the Heartware
network, a non-profit body with
the aim of increasing the empa-
thy-meter reading of Singapor-
eans.

Says Mr Huang: “The idea is to
foster among Singaporeans the
values of being caring, socially
aware and having a sense of duty
to your country.”

The network, started in Janu-
ary, has applied to be registered as
a society.

Mr Huani was the Overseas
Union Bank bank representative
in Beijing — until he quit this year.

His wife Sharon, 28, left her
teaching job to work with him
full-time.

- They have since signed up a
motley crew of 44 volunteers, in-
cluding company directors, a
housewife and polytechnic stu-
dents.

They plan to recruit more and
hope to team up with interested

arties to initiate community pro-
jects to foster the spirit of “heart-
ware”:
¢ A Foreign Workers Apprecia-
tion Day on May 28.

Volunteers and some 500 Na-
tional Police Cadet Corps cadets
will distribute goodie bags to- for-
eign workers in Orchard Road,
Beach Road and Little India.

@ A pilot project at Orchid Park
Secondary School to teach stu-
dents the importance of caring for
others in society. -

Mr Huang, a finance graduate
from Oral Roberts University in
Oklahoma in the United States, al-
so hopes to bring some heart into
business, through a certification
system that will endorse compa-
nies who place a premium on car-
ing for the community.

It is now working on a set of cri-
teria, which will include factors
such as what proportion of compa-
ny profits are donated to charity,
and what kind of community pro-
jects the company has supported
in the past. ;

Mr Huang sees his outfit as part
of the civil society that the Govern-
ment is trying to promote.

“You cannot feel passionately
for your country if you don’t care
about the people around you and
in your community,” he notes.

Passion for one's country starts
with caring for those just
around you, says Heartware
network founder Raymond
Huang, who quit his job to
work with the non-profit body.
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MASS REACH-OUT PLANNED
“Thank you’ for

foreign workers

A HUMAN tide of 800 vol-
unteers will flood three well-
known foreign-worker
hangouts on Sunday, May
28, looking for work-permit
holders.

But they will not be spot-
checking the permits on be-
half of Elw-cnforcement of-
ficers — they will, in fact, be
seeking out foreign workers
to thank them for coming to
Singapore to work, and in
the worker’s native language
too.

The foreign worker will
then get one of 10,000
goodie bags containing
work-safety guidelines by
the Manpower Ministry,
and assorted necessities like
a toothbrush and a $3 pho-
necard from SingTel.

The “Make a Difference
Day” (MAD) will see these
volunteers going down to
Orchard Road — a popular
Filipino hangout; Golden
Mile Complex — which is a
Thai gathering point; and
the Indian Sunday Market
opposite Sim Lim S(glarc -
a meeting point for Bangla-
deshis and native Indians.

Al least 500 cadets and
officers of the National Po-

lice Cadet Corps will take
art in the exercise on be-
alf of the Heartware Net-
work, a private initiative
aimed at inculcating empa-
thy among Singaporeans.

Not to be outdone, the
cadets’ parents, grassroots
members from the Filipino
and Thai communities, the
Salvation Army and the
Central Singapore CDC will
also join in to reach out to
the workers.

The MAD idea is the
brainchild of Heartware
Network's founding chair-
man Raymond Huang, a
former assistant vice-presi-
dent at OUB bank who uti-
lised $25,000 of his own
funds to bring it about.

He said: “It's about time
we realised that a gracious
society is more than just get-
ting A’s or making money.”

Appealing for more tax-
deductible donations, he
said: “We need money for
simple things like printing
T-shirts for our volunteers.

“What if the workers run
away when they see the ca-
dets in their police-like uni-
forms?”



Reaching out to foreign workers

EYES

OPEN:
Philebert
Leow Zhi Wen
(centre), who
will go
one-on-one
with foreign
workers, seen
here with his
parents,

Mr Leow Lip
Huat and
Madam Peggy
Lok.

|
|

one-on-one with foreign workers.

Philebert Leow Zhi Wen, 14, has no idea
whether the foreigners who clean his Bukit
Batok estate are Indians or Bangladeshis.

The only foreign worker he knows is his
grandmother’s Indonesian maid.

Even then, he remembers her simple name
— Siti — with difficulty.

But come Sunday May 28, things will
change dramatically for Philebert.

The sergeant in the St Joseph’s
Institution’s National Police Cadet Corp will
be joining other cadets and officers from the
corp to reach out to foreign workers. (See
other story.)

His father, Mr Pius Leow Lip Huat, a
47-year-old production superintendent, felt
that the initiative will be a real eye-opener
for the boy.

“He’ll get to understand how tough it is for
them to leave their families to work here,” he
said.

“I've been to Japan for six months to work,
so I know a little of how they feel.”

But images of gambling dens and
prostitutes in construction sites agitate his
wife, Madam Peggy Lok.

Said the 43-year-old housewife: “As long as
they don’t go to places where they might run
into these things, it’s fine with me.”

As for Philebert, he's so fired up and sold
on the idea that he wants more.

He said: “Next year, when my batch gets to
Secondary Four and takes over the unit, I'm
going to suggest that we do this every year.”

THIS teenager never imagined he’d be

SINGAPORE

‘MAKING A DIFFERENCE’ DAY

ON Sunday, May 28, volunteers will make their
way to three well-known foreign worker haunts in
Singapore: Orchard Road, Golden Mile Complex
and the Indian Sunday Market.

With at least one native speaker in each group,
they will go around thanking foreign workers for
their contributions to Singapore.

They will also distribute 10,000 goodie bags
containing work-safety guidelines from the
Manpower Ministry, and necessities like
toothbrushes and a $3 phonecard from SingTel.

At least 500 members of the National Police
Cadet Corps and 300 volunteers from among the
cadets’ parents, the Filipino and Thai
communities, the Salvation Army and the Central
Singapore Community Development Council will
take part.

The event is headed by Heartware Network, a
private movement to foster social awareness
among Singaporeans.

Heartware Network is also organising a ‘‘Best
Employer” competition for foreign workers in the
maid and construction industries.

The New Paper on Sunday's Maid of the Year
has been invited to be one of the judges.
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